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American designs being made in China

This February we
talked about the new
Compact Fluorescent
Lights (CFLs) and
how 1 was mplacmg
all of my incandescen
hgﬁﬂmlb!ﬂlrmlgﬁont

Smaethenllmve
not had to change a
light bulb and our
May electricity bill Tube
was one of the lowest in years. wamlmdmeafmyfzvunteUS
They light up well, put out less Congressman, Ted Poe, on the

House floor talking about CFLs.
One of his major points was that
the US.A. had banned the manu-
facturing

h'ythat@esnbthh:ns Where's

BackaOMPCWorldmaga—
zineuz;dnnarticleanﬂlelmer-
nati Intellectual Property
Alliance (ITPA) reporting that in
(mma%pemmtofﬂmoomput

with this back in the late 1980s
‘when I was the computer opera-
tions manager at a seismic com-
pany in Houston. I was tasked

Chinese delegatlon tour, one of
our computer operators whis-
. pered in my ear, “John, one of
those Chinese dudes in the blue

to give a tour to an enfourage of  suit just put a source code tape of

Chinese clients and government
of our 20,000 square-
foot eompnm room tim ‘housed

[percomputers.

My]obtbmwas wkwpal]
the computers running and the
seismic software safe from hack-
ers and thieves. At the end of the

ours into his briefcase!” i
Wecunﬁ'omadhlmaudhe then
, handed

sorry.” Hcthoughhthsl:kea
_game and he lost because he got
caught. I was furious when my
bosses made nothing more of it
sonot to offend ournew overseas

* clients. Though this was asingle

anecdotal event in my life expe-
rience I haven’t trusted the Com-'

' munist Chinese ever since.

Though we may not like it our
| . economy is greatly c on
Chinese

Heck, my

glorious iPhone is made in Chmﬂ

It was designed by the ge-
niuses at Apple Computer in
California, but the actual iPhone )
devices are completely made in
China and shipped over here in
huge cargo containers the
millions. It turns out that all the
iMacs and Apple laptops are
now all made in China.

Remember a couple of years
ago when the laptop battery re-
call was raging and over 3 mil~
lion laptop batteries had to be
replaced due to a fire hazard?
Thonghthemamﬁctwe of those
defective batterie

tops
Itwasanammngnghtwsee
Amencanvmkmbusyasbees
at

managers over a 1
whﬂeour team was ling
bit network in the world
 that over

13,000 :

Now that Hewlett Packard
(HP) has owned Compagq for 10
years, those CCM buildings are
now either converted to office
space or subleased out to other
companies. All HP and Compaq
computers and laptops not only
have their components
tured in China but they are 7
assembled there instead of those
CCM buildings in Texas.

Just recently Dell Computer
hns also started shuttmg down
their mxnnfacmrm,g assem-
bly operations in Austin and will
soon completely outsource those
primary functions to their Chi-
nese locations.

After some research on this
subject of where our computer
technology is being made I
found that there was a single ma-
jor production company based
m Taiwan called Qunnm Com-
puter Inc., which was started up
Sin 198817ya guy named Barry
Lam, who still runs it today.
Lam runs this monster Chinese

ta, Sharp
AG, Sony and Toshiba. That just
about covers them all.

It looks like was have lost the
vast majority of our computer
hardware man to the
Chinese but at least we still have

. Microsoft software being writ-

ten here in our country. Oh, did

I mention that India is being sub-

contracted to play more of an ac-

tive role in software dﬂvelopmm
for a ma]anty of our nation’s

computer software ing m—y‘!

Bottom line: Like it ¢

are in a global economy wﬂh
Americans being limited to de-
mgmng mdoaunﬂng the technol-
ogy arriving from foreign lands,

Next week’s column: Online
‘Web publishing.

John Deans of DeansCon-
sulting.com is a Brenham area
computer networking consultant
who can be reached at 289-2233
or John@DeansConsulting.com




